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Editorial
Thank goodness there has not been as long a time between drinks as there has been since issues 2 and 3 of the Wine Service Guild (WSG) Newsletters.


Your editorial staff has been very busy since last May when Newsletter 2 – 08 was issued, and time just got away.  Unfortunately the person who offered to edit the Newsletter must have got lost while she was overseas.  So, if someone else has the time and expertise to produce a newsletter for the Guild, on a regular basis (say bi-monthly), the committee (especially the current editor) would love to hear from you.

Committee

There have been a few changes to the committee since Newsletter 2 – 08.  In July we held the Annual General Meeting of the Guild and Dianne Lofts was elected to the committee.  We welcome Dianne, and already we are reaping the benefit of a new committee member who questions our practices and offers new ideas.  It is good to get fresh blood from time to time so that the committee does not become complacent and keep on doing the same old things, and relying on the same (not so) old people.

Barbara Cecchi has resigned from the committee of the Guild.  Barbara has been the Secretary for many a number of years, as well as providing tit bits and delectables for tours and picnics.  Barbara’s contribution to the committee will be missed and we thank her for her contribution.  Barbara remains a member of the Guild and we hope to see her at our various functions. 

Consequent upon Barbara’s resignation from the committee, Dianne Lofts has been appointed to the position of Secretary of the Guild.  

The current committee members are as follows: President – Bob Bailey;

Vice Presidents – Terry Coles and Adrian Corkeron; Secretary – Dianne Lofts; Treasurer – Geoff Dennehy; Cellar Master – Brian Fogarty; Education Officer – John Gillies; Committee Members – Hilton Ludekens and Brian Storey.  There are still vacancies on the committee and we would really like some willing people to help on the committee.
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Since May we have conducted two Education Nights; two Winemakers’ Dinners plus the AGM with winemaker; the annual bottling day; a one day tour and the Annual Christmas Party.  Some functions had better attendances than others.  

Even though the participants had a good time, the attendance for the tour of the Ballarat area was disappointing.  Was it the fact that it was a Saturday tour; late return to Melbourne (planned this time!); the area toured or is the cost a prohibiting factor for tours these days?  Whatever the reason, the committee would like to know your ideas on tours and what we should plan for in the future.  
The last function, the Annual Christmas Party was another function that was a social success for those who attended, but there were only 18 members among the 50 plus adults who enjoyed the Guild wines and spit roast.
The committee are now planning for the 2009 Guild Year.  This year will see the Guild celebrating its Golden Anniversary since its formation.  A Sub Committee is to be formed to plan the special anniversary celebration, and in the meantime any appropriate articles, bric a brac or ideas would be welcomed by the committee.  Early in the New Year we will let you know who is to co-ordinate the celebrations and who is to collect articles etc.
The traditional start to the Guild Year will be the Breakfast on the Yarra (BOY)on Sunday 1st February 2009.  The 2008 breakfast had close to 120 attendees – so make sure that you book early when the bookings open in early January 2009.

The committee will have finalised planning for 2009 prior to the BOY and a programme for the year will be distributed at that function, if not before.
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Is this going to be the Guild’s campaign in 2009?
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Then come along to a Wine Service Guild function!
The President and Committee wish all members of the Wine Service Guild a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year
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